PREP –
YEAR 2

Prep – Year 2 Resource
Stomp out The Gap 2018
Teacher Guide
LEARNING INTENTION
•
•
•
•

Understand the importance of keeping Indigenous languages alive
Recognise that there were over 500 different languages, prior to European settlement
Interact and learn simple words from the Yuggera Language Group
Positively and actively engage with a song in language

* We encourage you to get in contact with a local Elder near your school community, to
conduct a language lesson. If not possible, use Yuggera language provided. Permission has
been given to use the Yuggera Language from Traditional Custodian Kerry Charlton.

WHAT: Knowledge and Content
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES AND CULTURES
Languages
Indigenous Languages provide a direct way of learning about and engaging with Indigenous
communities. There is an inseparable connection between the languages and land, sea, sky and
waterways, thus providing a way of learning about Indigenous Cultures and Histories. Through
learning a framework language, all students gain access to knowledge and understanding of
Australia that can only come from an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander perspective.
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, learning their own language can have a
significant influence on their overall learning and achievements. It can foster a strong sense of
identity, pride and self-esteem and enables students to develop a wider recognition and
understanding of their culture, Country/Place and People. This then contributes to their
wellbeing.
In all other language learning, there is scope for making interlinguistic and intercultural
comparisons across languages to develop understanding of concepts related to the linguistic
landscape of Australia and to the concepts of language and culture in general.
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HOW: Preparation and Resources
What you will need to do prior to the lesson:
•
•
•
•

The provided PowerPoint can be used to guide you through the lesson. Please familiarise
yourself with the PowerPoint and feel free to modify according to your class.
Practice the language words and listen to the audio files (provided).
Familiarise yourself with the Teacher Resource Overview document (provided) and have a
clear understanding of Aboriginal Terms of Reference.
Optional: watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jj5RxShVxHw (possibly show this to
older students).

WHY: Skills and Values
The purpose of this lesson plan is for students to have exposure to an Indigenous perspective
and an Indigenous Language.
The students will learn a language that has been around for tens of thousands of years by
learning a familiar song that they possibly already know.
We hope that the students will develop an appreciation of Indigenous languages and identify
the importance of keeping Indigenous Languages alive.
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LESSON PLAN
TUNING IN
Part 1: Acknowledgement of Country
Prior to the lesson beginning, it’s important to Acknowledge the Country where the lesson is
being taught. Get the students to repeat it together (see PowerPoint). This is an opportunity to
talk to your students about the importance and purpose of Acknowledging the Country.
•

Prior to class: ensure that you have an understanding of the meaning and purpose of
doing an Acknowledgement of Country (see Teacher Resource Overview)

Part 2: Congeniality circle
Create a circle in the classroom. Explain the focus of the class and establish classroom
expectations (refer to Teacher Resource Overview). Write the questions you choose to ask your
students on the board, this will help everyone remember what they need to answer. Get
student to introduce themselves using Aboriginal Terms of Reference; with their first and last
names, parent’s names and where they come from. This activity is based on the children’s
heritage (not what they like etc). Encourage the students to be proud of their answers.
•

Prior to class: ensure that you have an understanding of the meaning and purpose of
doing a Congeniality Circle (see Teacher Resource Overview)

FINDING OUT
Part 1: See/ Think/ Wonder
Show Map of Aboriginal Language Groups to students (See PowerPoint). Do a See/ Think/
Wonder exercise with the map, either as a class, in small groups or in partners. Get students to
estimate how many language groups they think there are. Once students have shared their
observations and wonderings, it’s time to introduce some basic facts to the students;
Tell students that there were over 500 different Aboriginal language groups. Now there are
only 60 spoken fluently (see PowerPoint for teacher questions).
The learning goal in this section is for students to:
•
•
•

Understand that there were over 500 languages spoken in Australia, prior to European
settlement
These languages are over 65,000 years old. Aboriginal languages are part of the longest
living continuous culture in the world. (Suggestion: draw a timeline on the board to
represent this)
Aboriginal languages are becoming highly endangered, with only 60 languages spoken
fluently today. Discuss the importance of keeping language alive, relate this to the
student’s culture.
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SORTING OUT
Part 1: Identifying Yuggera Country
•
•
•

Identify Brisbane (Yuggera Country) on the map. Get students to guess. Give students some
clues along the way, by identifying Australian landmarks (use PowerPoint).
Inform students that they will be learning a familiar song: Heads, Shoulders, Knees and
Toes. It will be sung in the Yuggera language.
Read Acknowledgment of the Traditional Custodian: Aunty Kerry Charlton (Yuggera Elder)
(This is an opportunity to discuss respect for the Language.)

Part 2: Sounding out the words
Get students to sound out the words – refer to audio files on the PowerPoint to help with the
pronunciation.

GOING FURTHER
Part 1: Pronunciation of words
Practise: get students to work in partners, small groups or individually to practice the
pronunciation of each word. It’s important for students to identify the English word, then the
Yuggera language. Once students are confident, get students to sing the English version. This
will help get the rhythm. Then get students to sing it in the Yuggera Language.
Part 2: Draw and label the images
Get students to draw their bodies labelling the body parts in Yuggera language. (There is a
template below if needed).

MAKING CONCLUSIONS
Part 1: Performance
Sing the song as a whole class. You can add actions along the way. Add some backup music if
you wish.

TAKING ACTION
After a fun and engaging lesson, we hope you and your class are bursting with energy. Now the
learning experience has come to an end, it’s important for students to reflect on a deeper level.
The purpose of this phase is to focus on how the students’ mindsets may have shifted. Discuss
how students might take action in their classroom, school community and even at home.
Some ways you could take action:
• Invite parents / admin staff / buddy class to show off your new song
• Display your pictures in the classroom
• Video your class doing the song and post it on social media using the hashtag
#StompOutTheGap and tagging @CathyFreemanFoundation
• Find out the local Indigenous language in your community
• Inquire into getting local elders from your community to do language lessons in your class
IDEA: Have the questions typed, get students to use a sticky note to write their responses
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ENGLISH
WORD

YUGGERA
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH
WORD

YUGGERA
LANGUAGE

Heads

Magool

Eyes

Mil mil

Shoulders

Gigang

Ears

Binang

Knees

Boon Boon

Mouth

Dambooroo

Toes

Jinang

Nose

Mooroo
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