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YEAR 7 - 9 Resource
Stomp out The Gap 2018
Teacher Guide
LEARNING INTENTION
Students will:
•
•
•
•

Look at timelines of civilisations and ancient cultures.
Discuss the similarities and differences between ancient cultures.
Highlight similarities and differences between ancient cultures and ancient Aboriginal
culture in Australia.
Research and prepare answers about Aboriginal culture and history.

What: Knowledge and content
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER HISTORIES AND CULTURES
Learning Areas – Humanities and Social Sciences - History
•
•
•

The nature of sources for ancient Australia and what they reveal about Australia’s past in
the ancient period, such as the use of resources (ACDSEH031)
The importance of conserving the remains of the ancient past, including the heritage of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACDSEH148)
The extension of settlement, including the effects of contact (intended and unintended)
between European settlers in Australia and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
(ACDSEH020)

How: Preparation and resources
What you will need to do prior to lesson:
•
•
•
•

Familiarise yourself with the Teacher Resource Overview document (provided) and have an
understanding of Aboriginal Terms of Reference.
Read through the lesson plan and the lesson objectives carefully.
Familiarise yourself with the classroom task (resource 2) and print enough for students.
It is recommended any videos be watched prior to showing students.

Why: Skills and values
By the end of this inquiry students should be able to:
•
•

Understand and recognise that Australia, too, has an ancient history.
Have an appreciation of Aboriginal culture and history here in Australia.
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LESSON PLAN
According to the Australian National Curriculum, students should learn a deep understanding
of ancient cultures around the world. This learning experience should allow students to
activate their prior knowledge and embed an Indigenous perspective when understanding
ancient cultures.

TUNING IN
This section of the class gives students the opportunity to activate their prior knowledge.
•

Begin by Acknowledging the Traditional Custodians: Ensure you have an understanding of
the meaning and purpose of doing an Acknowledgement of Country (refer to the Teacher
Resource Overview).
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the Land on which we
are meeting today, the ‘insert Clan name’ People of the ‘insert Traditional Country’ Nation.
I would also like to pay my respects to their Elders both past and present.
Or
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the Land on which we
are meeting today. I would also like to pay my respects to the Elders past and present.

•

Congeniality Circle: Form a Congeniality Circle (refer to Teacher Resource Overview). Write
questions on the board to prompt Aboriginal Terms of Reference Introduction.

•

Activating Prior Knowledge: Show video:

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-21/brooke-boney-road-back-home-culturalpreservation-in-australia/9269956
After video, show timeline of civilisations and ancient cultures and conduct a brief
See/Think/Wonder on the image (use Resource 1 below) or visit: https://bit.ly/2GzZ2Ug
Discuss the similarities and differences between ancient cultures; activate students’ prior
knowledge on what they already know about these ancient cultures. Note where Aboriginal
ancient culture fits into the timeline.

FINDING OUT
Pose question to students:
•

Where do you think ancient Aboriginal culture fits on this timeline?

•

What do we know about ancient Aboriginal culture?

•

How long have Aboriginal people lived in this country? Use the timeline to compare other
ancient cultures to Aboriginal culture.
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Background information for teachers:

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/news/2011/09/dna-confirms-aboriginalculture-one-of-earths-oldest/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jul/19/dig-finds-evidence-ofaboriginal-habitation-up-to-80000-years-ago

SORTING OUT
•

Introduce classroom task to students (Resource 2). Go through as a whole class. Answer
any questions that students may have.

•

Students can work in groups to research and answer the questionnaire.

GOING FURTHER
Come back together and share answers with the class. Have a class discussion based on their
findings.

MAKING CONCLUSIONS
Get students to complete a visible thinking activity (Resource 3) – ‘I used to think. Now I think’ .
This section of the class focuses on how the student’s mindsets may have shifted. This activity
is to be done in quiet, for students to completely reflect on their learning experience. Get the
students to reflect deeply on the questions they answered during the group activity. Encourage
students to think deeper and from an Indigenous person’s perspective. Teacher can prompt
with questions, such as:
•
•

How do these events of history shape Indigenous people today?
Why don’t we learn about this?

TAKING ACTION
Now the learning experience has come to an end, it’s important for students to reflect on a
deeper level and make a commitment to take action. Discuss with students how they might
take action in their classroom, school community and at home.
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Resource 1
ANCIENT CULTURES TIMELINE
https://bit.ly/2IB4lZC
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Resource 2
CLASSROOM TASK

In order to move forward into the future,
we must understand the past.
“To get the full experience and feel connected to this great land we are a part of, you’re only
doing yourself and your children an injustice by not learning more about Aboriginal people,
culture and traditions. Be courageous, bold, and be willing to learn something different,”
Justin Mohamed, CEO Reconciliation Australia

YOUR TASK:
Work in groups and inquire into the questions listed below. Before beginning your research, you
and your group must write a group agreement, which must be approved by your teacher before
starting. This learning experience will give you the opportunity to create a work environment of
congeniality, according to Aboriginal Terms of Reference. This is the ideal way that any public
relations and negotiations are undertaken by Aboriginal peoples.

WHAT IS A GROUP AGREEMENT?
A group agreement is a clear set of guidelines on how your group will handle discussions, new
concepts, and sensitive information raised in the group setting. A group agreement is an
important foundation that acknowledges each individual member’s right to respectful
treatment. In this agreement, students will also be required to list 3-4 main attitudes or
attributes they will demonstrate throughout their inquiry lesson e.g. co-operation, openminded, respectful etc. This needs to be signed by each group member and the teacher.
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“Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world,”
Nelson Mandela
QUESTIONNAIRE
Work in groups to research and answer the below questions. As a group, you can choose how
you want to display these answers. Be creative!
1. What do you already know about Aboriginal culture in Australia?
2. How many languages did Aboriginal Australians speak? How many languages are spoken
today? How many have been lost?
3. Who is ‘Mungo Man’? Where was he found?
4. Who is ‘Mungo Woman’? What death rites were carried out for her?
5. How long does an Ice Age last?
6. How many Ice Ages did Aboriginal People live through in this country?
7. What can be found at the Burrup peninsular?
8. Who is Eddie Mabo? Why is he an iconic hero for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people?
9. What does native title mean?
10. What are sacred sites?
11. What sites of significance are there in your area?
12. Find the Traditional Owners of the area your school is located on. Find out about the history
of your community. For example, was it traditionally a meeting spot?
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Resources 3
REFLECTION

I USED TO THINK …

NOW I THINK…
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